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Background  

In the local Nama language Neuras means "place of abandoned water” and owes its early 
existence as a farm to the presence of several crystal-clear cold-water springs.  In 2012, Allan 
and Sylvia Walkden Davis bought the farm with winemaking aspirations. Shiraz, Merlot, and 
Petit Verdot vines were planted on the property in 1998 and the first wines were produced in 
2001. Neuras has since become known as “one of the driest vineyards in the world”.  

In 2012 the N/a’an ku sê foundation took over ownership of Neuras, and since has been 

monitoring the carnivores and other wildlife in the area, while continuing to capitalize on the potential to support 

conservation through wine production.  Volunteers will help the Neuras research team collect data on the local wildlife 

through game counts, camera trapping and exploratory hikes, as well as analyzing GPS data which all contributes to the long-

term management of the estate and the local environment. 

Environment 

Neuras Wine and Wildlife Estate is located in the Pro-

Namib ecosystem and totals 144km2 (or 14,400ha).  The 

estate is located in a much larger public and private 

conservation landscape and therefore adds to Namibia’s 

large-scale wildlife protection efforts. The northern 

section encompasses the majestic Naukluft Mountain 

range, and the Tsauchab river system that empties into 

Namibia’s famous Sossusvlei pan. The southern part of the 

property is a geological maze of an extensive canyon 

complex with a unique underground cave system. These 

environments along with the five springs provide 

specialized ecosystems and contain varied wildlife that the 

Neuras team strives to protect and study. 

 

The Wine 

Neuras currently produces six wines; the Neuras Shiraz, Neuras Red Blend, Neuras Triple 

Clone Shiraz, Neuras Triple Cultivar (SMG) Blend, Neuras Ruby Dessert Wine, and a Neuras 

Rosé, as well as a brandy and a dark spiced rum. Depending on the season, volunteers may 

be able to assist in the various components of producing the wine such as harvesting, 

bottling, and labelling, all of which are done by hand. Even for non-wine drinkers helping 

with this process can be extremely interesting and rewarding and demonstrates how 

conservation projects can be sustained through novel approaches. 

 

http://www.naankuse.com/
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Activities at Neuras 

Here volunteers will become involved in 

conservation first-hand through the 

research and monitoring of free-ranging 

wildlife.  

 

 

Hiking 

Hiking on Neuras, as well as neighbouring properties, is an integral part of the research program conducted here. Neuras has 

a variety of landscapes including a number of deep canyons, mountains, cliffs, and riverbeds. Hiking in the environment 

allows us to explore new areas and find locations of interest to put up cameras and monitor the wildlife activity in the area. 

A minimum of two hikes are conducted each week, and volunteers should be prepared to walk 5-10km during these activities. 

 

 

Wildlife Tracking and Identification 

Another key aspect of the research work carried out at Neuras relies on the information gathered from the field during hikes. 

Volunteers will have the opportunity to learn tracking skills from the Neuras coordinators that will allow them to differentiate 

between animal footprints, or “spoor”. Another side to this is learning to identify the presence of animals by the detection 

of their dung, or “scat”. Volunteers that extend their stay at Neuras usually enjoy developing these skills through spending 

more time out in the bush. 

http://www.naankuse.com/
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Camera Trapping 

During the early resource identification stage as well as during the continuous monitoring 

of wildlife populations we also rely on “additional eyes” in the form of motion-triggered 

camera traps. Because the cameras record data 24/7, they often “observe” wildlife that 

humans overlook. Moreover, the cameras are non-selective and therefore capture 

information on all wildlife that pass in front of them, be they carnivores, herbivores, birds 

or others. This helps the researchers assess which species are present, and where they are 

most active, especially for animals that are usually highly elusive or entirely nocturnal. The cameras are non-invasive and 

sometimes record extremely interesting behavioral data that we would otherwise have no access to. Volunteers will help set 

cameras in the field (for example at water points, game trails, marking trees, caves etc.), maintain them (refresh batteries 

and memory cards) and go through the abundance of images gathered to assess and categorise the data recorded. For 

example, the camera images will be used to assess spot patterns of resident carnivores to document the number of 

individuals, hunting behaviours and habitat use.  

          

Farm Outreach 

With all the research conducted at Neuras focusing on the issue of human wildlife conflict, 

the team routinely visit neighboring farms. Networking in this way allows for the 

formation of vital relationships. Through collaborating and cooperating with the local 

community the conservation impact Neuras has on the local wildlife is maximized. This 

puts us in a prime position to be able to 

respond to incidents of human wildlife 

conflict. By intervening we are able to 

provide much needed specialist support 

to farmers that reduces the need for 

lethal action to be taken. Over the years the results of this work have 

successfully generated a wider understanding of welfare and conservation 

issues. 

http://www.naankuse.com/
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Game Counting 

Herbivores of all sizes are an integral part of African ecosystems. In an open biological system such as Neuras it is important 

to monitor the fluctuation of population density of herbivores to assess the overall health of the ecosystem. The volunteers 

will participate in regular game counts to assist in these monitoring efforts. Commonly observed animals include Mountain 

Zebra, Kudu, Oryx, Springbok, Steenbok, Warthog and Ostrich.  

 

Volunteers will also help with other aspects of work on the farm – such as road maintenance, collecting wood, cleaning 

animal enclosures, cleaning food prep, washing cars, nursery care, etc. 

 

Optional Day Trips/Activities (extra costs involved) 

Being one of only four vineyards in the country, volunteers at Neuras can enjoy the 

opportunity to sample our unique produce. A wine tour and tasting is offered to all – 

lodge guests and volunteers alike – which includes a guided tour of the natural springs 

where the volunteers can see where all our water comes from, before heading through 

the vineyards into the wine cellar where they receive an informal talk on the processes 

by which our different products are made. Once their taste buds have been tempted, 

they will then sit down to a tasting session of four wines accompanied by a delicious 

selection of cheeses, nuts, dried fruits and dip. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.naankuse.com/
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On top of this you can enjoy a day hiking in the impressive Naukluft Mountains of the Namib-Naukluft National Park that 

borders Neuras. The day offers the opportunity to participate in multiple hikes including the famous Olive Trail (10km), as 

well as a visit to the beautiful natural springs on the Waterkloof-trail (2-5 km).  

                          

 

Neuras coordinators conduct these optional day trips for the volunteers for a nominal fee. These trips are not compulsory 

– depending on what needs to be done at the farm, other activities will be available for the volunteers that do not wish 

to participate. 

 

Neuras is situated just over an hour 

away from the world famous 

Sossusvlei. During this day out 

volunteers have the opportunity to 

experience the stunning landscape of 

the Namib Desert for themselves by 

climbing one of the highest sand dunes 

in the world, the aptly named “Big 

Daddy.” After experiencing the dunes 

volunteers are then treated to a buffet 

lunch at the beautiful Sossusvlei lodge, 

before returning to Neuras. 

http://www.naankuse.com/
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Accommodation  

 Volunteers will stay in our tented camp, 5 

minutes away from the volunteer social area. 

We have 6 tents, with 2 single beds, along with 

3 shared outdoor bathrooms. The water is 

heated by solar geysers, so please bare this in 

mind when taking showers. 

Additionally, you can choose to upgrade to one of our rustic chalets for an 

extra N$ 150.00 per person per night sharing in a twin room, or N$ 200.00 

per person per night for a single room. Please indicate this option at the time 

of your booking, as the rooms depend upon availability.  

The volunteer campsite also has a chillout-area with a natural spring right 

before you arrive to the volunteer tents. 

Food 

Volunteers will receive 3 balanced meals per day. Meals include a standard breakfast with cereals, bread, spreads and fruit. 

Lunches vary between wraps, burgers, pasta, and a variety of salads. Dinners typically are warm meals consisting of meat 

(chicken, red meat or fish) and vegetables with pasta, rice, potato or salad. Once per week, dinner will be in the form of a 

traditional Namibian braai (barbeque), and a Neuras favourite; brick oven pizza night. Tea, coffee and fruit are also available 

in the volunteer area all day. 

Vegetarian, vegan, gluten free, and dairy free options can be catered for upon request. Please inform us of any special 

dietary requirements prior to your arrival at the project site. 

 

 

 

http://www.naankuse.com/
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Important Information for Everyone 

Volunteers should be equipped to work under any weather conditions, including cold winters and rains (please check 

prevailing weather conditions at your time of travel). Sturdy hiking shoes and sun protection (hat, sun-screen SPF30+) are 

essential. Volunteers should bring their own sleeping bag, multiple water bottles and flash light/head torch. Personal 

binoculars and field guidebooks are recommended. Please do not forget your South African electricity socket adapter. The 

local tap water is safe to drink. Volunteers should be prepared to walk between 5km – 10km daily.  

 Although Neuras is not located in a Malaria zone, people should bring prophylaxis if they intend to travel to other areas in 

Africa. However, mosquitos and other insects are common on the reserve and repellents should be brought. All volunteers 

should ensure adequate health insurance cover for visiting Namibia and that relevant immunizations are up-to-date. 

Volunteers will have limited internet access on the estate, and the area has no cell phone network coverage, but the office 

landline is available for emergencies. Local currency (both SA Rand and Nam Dollars are acceptable) can be obtained at the 

international airport upon arrival. Laundry services are available. 

The program at Neuras runs for 7 nights starting every Saturday. Multiple week bookings are encouraged to ensure a 

lasting impact on the project, and to get the most out of activities. 

Pre-bookings for Neuras are recommended due to limited availability and can be made at the time of your booking. 

Alternatively, add Neuras to your project itinerary in the office upon your arrival at the Sanctuary  

 

 

 We look forward to welcoming volunteers to the 

Neuras Wine and Wildlife Estate!  

http://www.naankuse.com/

